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Nursery Admissions Policy and Arrangements 
September 2026

The Baird Primary Nursery offers high-quality childcare for children from 3 to 4 years. The admission arrangements are underpinned by the following aims: 

· To provide high-quality childcare that meets the needs of the local community.
· To ensure that this childcare is financially viable.
· To be flexible with attendance patterns, where possible, to accommodate the needs of individual families. 

Provision available 
As a guide, there are 24 places available in the Nursery Puffins Class; 16 places each morning and 8 places each afternoon. This can be revised dependent on available staffing. 

Nursery sessions are available as follows: 
Monday to Friday: 
· 9am to 12pm (3 hours)
· 12pm to 3pm (3 hours)

Children can attend a maximum of 5 sessions per week to allocate their EYEE funded hours if eligible for 15-hour funding, or 10 sessions per week if eligible for 30-hour funding. 

Admission 
Children receive EYEE funding the term after their 3rd birthday, starting on 1st January, 1st April or 1st September. Therefore, your child would be eligible to start nursery once their EYEE funding is available. 

The Baird operates a 3-month waiting list, so parents are able to request their sessions 3 months before their child is due to start in nursery. We cannot confirm a place any sooner than this. To request a place, parents should contact the main office on 01424 425670 or office@mulberrybaird.org 

Applications for admission will be considered within 5 working days of receipt. Once applications for admission are approved, an Admissions Contract will be provided which parents must agree to. 

If the sessions applied for are not available, the next nearest sessions will be offered. This also applies to children on the waiting list. 

In the event that more applications (including those on the waiting list) are received that sessions are available, places will be allocated using the following criteria: 
1. Length of time on the waiting list
2. Looked After Children – children in the care of the Local Authority 
2. Children of a sibling who already attends The Baird 

A waiting list will be maintained by the Nursery and a parent can request that their child is added to the waiting list if there are no places available. 

If we have 24 places filled and several children on the waiting list, we will review staffing arrangements in an attempt to provide additional places. This will be considered alongside the need for financial viability. 
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